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2021 CATTARAUGUS COUNTY FAIR IS  

OFFICIALLY HAPPENING!!! 

Stay tuned for more details…………. 



http://

Grandpa, tell me about the good old days……. 
By Carrie Busekist 

I can remember when I did my    
internship here at Cattaraugus     
Cooperative Extension my grandpa 
told me how he helped to raise the 
money to build the building that we 
are still in over 50 years later. There 
were many fundraisers but the big-
gest was the Bonanza.  Held at the county fairgrounds there 
were tents put up so there could be a Chicken BBQ, Demo 
Derby, Craft and Bake Sales, Horse Show and Consignment 
Sale. 

From the back of this picture:  E. Mosher, May Neal, Joanne Smith, 
Ed Chapman, Jess Brown, Bob Busekist, Bob & Mary Teeft. 

 

The 1968 Bonanza was an effort undertaken by many    
families to ensure that Cooperative Extension would have a 

place to call their own. I don’t know their stories, but when  I found the group picture going through files and saw my 
grandpa I had to find out what our family connection was. Grandpa was put in charge of the consignment sale of 
calves and heifers. He went around to each farm in the county to ask for donations and pick out animals to be         
consigned or sold outright for the cause. His oldest son, John, my dad was just learning to drive and fondly             
remembers Saturday lessons driving all over         
Cattaraugus County visiting farms and farmers.  
Maybe this is where he learned his love for gabbing 
with anyone and everyone, or never seems to be lost 
wherever he goes. The Bonanza was a huge  success 
he remembers with people from all over the county 
coming to support extension.  The support didn’t stop 
their after the money was raised and the building was 
built. Many 4-H clubs my grandparents included 
helped to plant flowers and trees around the building 
and helped to maintain them for years until the     
gardens had been established.   

 

 

 

 

Cooperative Extension has been a spot for many memories 
for families through the years. Whether they have been  
active as 4-H members, participants in EFNEP or SNAP 
programs, taken a Master Gardener workshop or used our 
many available resources. We are glad this traditional   
continues and new memories are made with us and the  
support we receive from the community keeps our         
programs going and thriving. 

 

 





Agriculture Literacy Week 2021 

 

Although we had to switch some things up this year, Ag 

Literacy Week was still a big hit across Cattaraugus  

County. We had 7 schools, 59 classrooms, and 914        

students in grades UPK – 5th participate in this year’s  

reading of Chuck’s Ice Cream Wish: Tales of the Dairy 

Godmother by Viola Butler.  

The story follows Chuck on his journey for ice cream, but 

first he must learn how important the Dairy Industry is to 

get his wish. Chuck gets to help on the farm by milking the 

cows twice a day and putting in the extra work around the 

farm between milkings. He comes to appreciate that the ice 

cream he craves so badly actually takes a lot of work and 

tastes that much better after a hard day’s work.  

Students also got a firsthand look at a working dairy operation. Not only did they get to listen to the story read by our 

own Cattaraugus County 4-H members, but they also got to go on a virtual tour, play some farm BINGO, ask        

questions to a real dairy farmer, and make their very own ice cream in a bag!  

This program would not be possible without the help and support from the Variety Pack 4-H Club (recording reading 

the book); Hill’s Valley Farm (virtual dairy tour and extra activities); Upstate Niagara Cooperative Inc. (donating half 

and half for the ice cream); NY Ag in the Classroom (providing the books); and the Cattaraugus County Farm Bureau.  

June is National Dairy Month; we plan on doing this program with our 4-H members. If you’re interested in            
participating let the 4-H Office know and keep an eye on your newsletter for more information!  



http://cattaraugus.cce.cornell.edu/ 



Office Directory 

You can also contact us at:  https://cattaraugus.cce.cornell.edu 

Our fax:  716-699-5701 

Cornell Cooperative Extension is an employer and educator recognized for valuing AA/EEO, Protected Veterans, and Individuals with       
Disabilities and provides equal program and employment opportunities. 

Accommodations for persons with disabilities may be requested by calling Cornell Cooperative Extension of Cattaraugus Co. at                   
716-699-2377 no later than one week before the beginning of any event to make arrangements. Requests received after this date will be 
met when possible. 

Name Dept. Phone Ext Email 

Abigail Luzier 4-H Educator 716-699-2377 130 ajl387@cornell.edu 

Alycia Drwencke SWNY Dairy 517-416-0386  amd453@cornell.edu 

Amy Barkley SWNY Livestock 716-640-0844  amb544@cornell.edu 

Carrie Busekist 4-H Educator 716-699-2377 112 clb274@cornell.edu 

Dick Rivers Executive Director 716-699-2377 122 rer263@cornell.edu 

Gayle Patterson EFNEP Educator 716-699-2377 109 gsp72@cornell.edu 

Jesse Meeder Farm to School Educator 716-699-2377 106 jpm453@cornell.edu 

Joshua Putman SWNY Field Crops 716-490-5572  jap473@cornell.edu 

Katelyn Walley-Stoll SWNY Business Management 716-640-0522  kaw249@cornell.edu 

Leann Hodge EFNEP Educator 716-699-2377 107 lmh292@cornell.edu 

Melinda Drabant SNAP Educator 716-699-2377 111 msd263@cornell.edu 

Tamara Bacho Office Administrator 716-699-2377 100 tsb48@cornell.edu 

 Master Gardener Hotline 716-699-2377 127 cattaraugusmg@cornell.edu 

Thank you, Don Telaak  for your dedication and service to the CCE of Cattaraugus County!   

CCE Board of Directors 

Don Telaak has been a member of the CCE Board of Directors for 
four years. He is described by others as a faithful board member, 
very involved, always thinking, and full of great ideas.  

Don and his brother own Telaak Farms in Mansfield, NY. Together, 
they purchased the cattle and equipment from his parents in 1984, 
and have since grown the farm from 120 cows to over 400 cows, 
plus other livestock. The farm has been a robotic operation for the 
past 3.5 years and Don is in charge of both crops and machinery. He 
is excited that his nephew and niece are also involved in the farm, as 
this next generation brings new energy and enthusiasm to Telaak 
Farms. 

Don lives in Mansfield with his wife, Lynn, who is currently     
teaching animal science at Olean BOCES. Lynn partners with Hills 
Valley Farm to raise Brown Swiss show cows. In addition to the 
show cows, Don and Lynn have two dogs, two birds, two alpacas, 
two horses, and they report often singing “EIEIO” around their 
home!   

In addition to serving on the CCE Board, Don is a member of the Cattaraugus County Agriculture and Farmland    
Protection Board. He also formerly served two terms on the WNY Crop Management Board. Don is a lifelong tractor 
puller and is currently building a vintage drag car. Thank you Don for your continued efforts as a valuable member 
of the CCE Board of Directors! 
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“Since Spring 2020, Southwestern SNAP-Ed has adopted full responsibility of learning new systems, technologies, and virtual essentials. 
In turn SNAP-Ed has been able to provide multiple virtual nutrition education options to youth as well as adults. Rolling into spring 2021, 
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Message from the Executive Director 

Spring is here and we are welcoming the change.  Such a pleasure to go outdoors 

and see some green on the ground and buds on the trees. 

Our Board of Directors welcomed Sherry Charlesworth as a new director in       
January.  The board also elected officers for the year:  President, Jessica Golley, 

Vice President, Sherry Charlesworth; Treasurer, Tim Bigham; and Secretary, Lisa 
Pawlowski.  Two of their goals this year involved the decision to stay at the Town 
Center in Ellicottville which includes developing a renovation plan to update our section of the 
building.  The second goal is the development of a funding plan to assist in paying expenses.  More 
information will be forthcoming as details are finalized. 

Dick 

www.cattaraugus.cce.cornell.edu 
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